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Welcome to the Parish of Our Lady and St Therese,
Essendon. We are inheritors of Matthew’s faith: that Jesus
is the Son of God and Lord of creation, faithful to his
disciples no matter how fierce the storm or how great their
fear. He comes to save them and to remake them as the
Church — those who recognise him as the fulfilment of
everything Israel had longed for.

As inheritors of this faith, we believe Jesus still comes to
us in our own storms — to catch us when we're sinking, to
walk us back to safety, and to still the troubled waters of
our lives.

REFLECTION by Dianne Bergant CSA

Although divine power is manifested in dramatic ways,
it is also present in what is unassuming. Traces of God
can be seen in the delicacy of a violet, in a cool summer
breeze, in the blush of innocence, in the fiery eyes of
justice. Every one of us lives in the midst of God,
breathes the breath of God’s life, and is constantly
touched by the exquisite artistry of God’s creativity. Life
itself is a mountain experience of God.

As wonderful as life may be, it can also be very
frightening at times. There are misunderstandings and
rancour, jealousy and vindictiveness, greed and a
hunger for power. Our personal lives can come
unravelled and we can feel that we are genuinely ‘at
sea’. Every human being is tossed about by the
exigencies of life. It is at times like these that we need
faith in Jesus. Even though we do not recognise him, he
is there in the midst of our chaos. Having the power of
God, he is the definitive champion of all chaos, and so
he is able to allay our fears and calm the sea.

A true experience of God, whether it be within the
ordinariness of life or one of life’s tribulations, is both
transformative and effusive. It is a reality that cannot
be contained; it must be proclaimed. Disciples must be
ready to do what they can in order that the good news
of God’s revelation be made known to others.

First Reading: 1 Kings 19:9.11-13
Go out and stand on the mountain before the Lord God.

When Elijah reached Horeb, the mountain of God, he
went into the cave and spent the night in it. Then he
was told, ‘Go out and stand on the mountain before the

Lord.” Then the Lord himself went by. There came a
mighty wind, so strong it tore the mountains and
shattered the rocks before the Lord. But the Lord was
not in the wind. After the wind came an earthquake. But
the Lord was not in the earthquake. After the
earthquake came a fire. But the Lord was not in the fire.
And after the fire there came the sound of a gentle
breeze. And when Elijah heard this, he covered his face
with his cloak and went out and stood at the entrance
of the cave.

Responsorial Psalm: Ps 84:9-14. R. v.8
(R.) Lord, show us your mercy and love, and grant us
your salvation.

Gospel Acclamation: Psalm 129:5
Alleluia, alleluia!

I hope in the Lord,

I trust in his word.

Alleluia!!

Gospel: Matthew 14:22-33
Command me to come to you over the water.

Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on
ahead to the other side while he would send the crowds
away. After sending the crowds away he went up into
the hills by himself to pray. When evening came, he was
there alone, while the boat, by now far out on the lake,
was battling with a heavy sea, for there was a head-
wind. In the fourth watch of the night he went towards
them, walking on the lake, and when the disciples saw
him walking on the lake they were terrified. ‘It is a
ghost’ they said, and cried out in fear. But at once Jesus
called out to them, saying, ‘Courage! It is I! Do not be
afraid.” It was Peter who answered. ‘Lord,” he said ‘if it
is you, tell me to come to you across the water.”’ *Come’
said Jesus. Then Peter got out of the boat and started
walking towards Jesus across the water, but as soon as
he felt the force of the wind, he took fright and began
to sink. ‘Lord! Save me!’ he cried. Jesus put out his hand
at once and held him. ‘Man of little faith,” he said ‘why
did you doubt?’ And as they got into the boat the wind
dropped. The men in the boat bowed down before him
and said, ‘Truly, you are the Son of God.’.

SUNDAY READINGS WITH REFLECTIONS: https://sundayreadingsandreflectionsa.weebly.com/UrtlOm1hb.html
DAILY MASS READINGS: https://melbournecatholic.org/connect/daily-mass-readings

INTERCESSIONS

Dear friends, with faith in the love of Christ, we bring our prayers before the Lord.

That the Church will remain faithful in times of doubt and fear.

That nations will proclaim an era of peace and justice.

That those who are tossed about by misfortune and chaos will be calmed by Christ’s healing touch.
That our parish community will have the courage to live in Christ when we are victims of injustice.
We pray for those who are ill. We pray for those who have died recently especially: Terry Mulgrew, Giovanna Siracusa and

Elizabeta Polifroni.

And for those we remember at this time, especially: Salvatore Paino, Sean Patrick Tyrrell, Carmelo Salpietro, Giuseppina
Mazzarotta, Mark Sherlock, Roberto Rosace, Terence Vaughan, Teresa Grillo, Ralph Trainor and Giuseppe Misale.

Loving God, you give us courage through the words of Jesus. Hear our prayers and help us to not be afraid, but to live

out our lives in faith. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen


https://sundayreadingsandreflectionsa.weebly.com/Urtl0m1hb.html
https://melbournecatholic.org/connect/daily-mass-readings

FR JOHN ON LEAVE Fr Bernie Lane, Fr Tony Feeney,
and Bishop Terry Curtain will preside at weekend
Masses during his absence. Fr Frank Buhagiar will
preside at weekday Masses when they are scheduled.

SPECIAL SATURDAY MORNING MASSES

Fr Frank will say Saturday morning Feast Day Masses
over two weekends.

Saturday 8 August 10:00am: Mass for Feast of St
Mary of the Cross (Mary MacKillop) followed by
confession at ST THERESE’'S CHURCH.

Saturday 15 August 10:00am: Mass for Feast of the
Assumption at OLN CHURCH.

ST THERESE'S CHURCH CLOSED: SOME MORNING
MASSES CANCELLED St Therese’s church will close for
painting works from Monday 10 August until Friday 21
August. Read below to see how the closure affects
weekday Masses.

10 to 14 August: NO MORNING MASSES and church
closed all day. (No priest available this week due to
annual Priest’s Conference)

Weekend 15 & 16 August: Church open for Saturday
Vigil and Sunday morning Masses with limited seating
and protective floor coverings surrounding the
sanctuary. Access will be difficult for mobility-impaired
parishioners. Please consider attending OLN church.

17 to 21 August: St Therese’s church closed. Morning
Mass held at OLN at 10:00am

ARCHBISHOP’'S CAMPAIGN The 2026 Archbishop’s
Campaign is now underway, and we are asked to
consider a one time or monthly pledge to support the
vital ministries of our Archdiocese. Brochures with more

information can be found around the church. Online
(direct debit or credit card) donations are the most
secure and preferred method of donating. You can also
donate via the supplied campaign envelopes or
anonymously via cash directly into a leaving collection
NEXT WEEKEND.

PFG MORNING TEA CANCELLED Please note that
there will be no Parish Friendship Group morning tea
this month while St Therese’s church is closed. The next
PFG morning tea will be on Thursday 17 September
following a Mass of Anointing at 10:00am.

YOUTH MASS: CALLING ALL YOUNG MUSICIANS
AND SINGERS The Liturgy team is organising a Youth
Mass on Sunday August 23 at 10:30am at St Therese's.
Two rehearsals will be held, on Thursday 13 and
Thursday 20 August, both from 7:00pm to 8:30pm in St
Therese's Church. All musicians and singers are
welcome. For more information, contact Mark Hyland
via email at mark.hyland31@gmail.com

MELBOURNE SYNOD 2026 Synodality and leadership.
Leadership in a synodal Church is not about control but
about service. Leaders create spaces where gifts can
emerge and flourish.

You can learn more and read the Synod theme papers
here: https://melbournecatholic.org/synod2026

An attendee report on the Regional Synod Consultation
session is also available on our website:
https://www.essendoncatholic.org.au/wp-
content/uploads/2026/07/Melb-Synod-Form-Part.pdf

LOW GLUTEN HOSTS Are made from wheat starch and
water with a gluten content of 6.2 parts per million.

PRIESTS’ MASS SCHEDULE

MASS THIS WEEKEND NEXT WEEKEND FOLLOWING WEEKEND
OLN 5:00pm Fr Bernie Lane Fr Tony Feeney Fr Bernie Lane
OLN 10:00am Fr Bernie Lane Fr Tony Feeney Fr Bernie Lane
St T's 6.00pm Fr Tony Feeney Fr Bernie Lane Fr Tony Feeney
St T's 9.00am Fr Tony Feeney Fr Bernie Lane Fr Tony Feeney
St T's 10.30am Fr Tony Feeney Fr Bernie Lane Fr Tony Feeney

LECTORS/READERS MASS SCHEDULE

MASS THIS WEEKEND NEXT WEEKEND
OLN 5:00pm Georgina Kucera & John Harris Michael Portelli
OLN 10:00am Natale Cutri Mark Donahoo
St T's 6.00pm John O’Connor Alison Bretag
St T's 9.00am Lynette Russo Maureen Jansen

St T's 10.30am Lucy Angelico

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS MASS SCHEDULE

Rosemary Patterson & Mary O'Brien

MASS THIS WEEKEND NEXT WEEKEND
OLN 5:00pm Kathy Ferguson Fred Grima
OLN 10:00am Douglas D'Cruz Adrian Commadeur
St T's 6.00pm Tony Proctor & Trish Giacomin Tric Joseph & Trish Giacomin
St T's 9.00am Tony Belcastro & David Gloury Maria Cricri

St T's 10.30am

Rosa Pierorazio & Marg Moore

Cherrie Arnold & Therese Hanna



https://melbournecatholic.org/synod2026
https://www.essendoncatholic.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/Melb-Synod-Form-Part.pdf
https://www.essendoncatholic.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/Melb-Synod-Form-Part.pdf

WE'RE
LOOKING FOR

CULTURAL

AMBASSADORS

Help us deliver the
Parish Strategic Plan by
joining our Multicultural Team

We need volunteers who:

* Represent the diversity of
cultures in our parish

« Have an interest in building and
sharing cultural awareness and
traditions

 Enjoy engaging others in planning
and organising events

Help identify, design, plan and delive
events which celebrate our
community’s diverse cultures

772 REGISTER YOURINTEREST NOW
g ,-’ e ESSENDON@CAM ORGAU

'E;E’ OR SCAN THE OR CODE

Share Your
Time & Talents

ESSENDON PARISH

SAFEGUARDING

ALL VOLUNTEERS MUST:

Hold a current Working With Children
Check and must list the parish as a
place you volunteer

Complete the CAM Safeguarding
Essentials Training Certification every
three years

Acknowledge The Safeguarding

Children and Young People Code of
Conduct every three years

DOES THIS APPLY TO YOU?

1 DETAILS

ALL volunteers must be registered as parishioners

If you are a volunteer but not a registered parishioner
please fill in a Parishioner Registration Form (available
from church entry tables) and return it to the parish office

WE'RE
LOOKING FOR

COMMUNICATIONS

WIZARDS

Help us deliver the
Parish Strategic Plan by joining our
Communications Team

We need volunteers who:

» Can create engaging and
shareable content

» Can develop and manage parish
communications and social media
strategies

« Are excited by the possibility of
engaging a broad community
using a variety of platforms

Design and build new ways of
engaging with our Parish community

;”@ REGISTER YOUR INTEREST NOW
LR @ ESSENDON@CAM.0RGA
272, OR SCAN THE R CODE

WE’RE
LOOKING FOR

SOCIAL BUTTERFLIES

Share Your
Time & Talents

Help us deliver the
Parish Strategic Plan by
joining our Social Activities Team

We need volunteers who:

» Have an interest in building happy
communities

 Enjoy planning and organising
events

e Can work in a team to create fun
for others

« Enjoy a challenge!

Identify, design, plan and deliver a
range of social activities to engage
and involve parishioners of all ages

’"@ REGISTER YOUR INTEREST NOW
% /’ e ESSENDON@CAM.ORG.AU

Share Your
1;-“ 0OR SCAN THE QR CODE

Time & Talents



Weekend 8 & 9 August The Archbishop’s Campaign Commences

Feast of St Mary of the Cross (Mary MacKillop)

Saturday 8 August Music and Liturgy Team Meeting in PACE 9:30am
Mass followed by confession at St Therese’s church 10:00am
Statue of Our Lady moves to the Whiting family

Monday 10 August Alpha Connect evening in PACE function room 7:00pm

Tuesday 11 August St Therese’s church closed - no morning Mass

Y 9 Centring Prayer group gathering in PACE function room 7:00pm

St Therese’s church closed - no morning Mass

Wednesday 12 August Italian Prayer Group Meet in St Therese’s Annex 9:00am
Rosary and Requiem Mass for Giovanna Siracusa at OLN 11:30am

St Therese’s church closed — no morning Mass

Thursday 13 August Gospel Reflections cancelled

SVDP Regional Council meeting in PACE 7:00pm
Youth Mass music rehearsal at St Therese’s church 7:00pm
Friday 14 August St Therese’s church closed - no morning Mass
n<€ Y 9 Tiny Ts Playgroup in PACE function room 10:30am
(a)] Weekend 15 & 16 August The Archbishop’s Campaign
4
TT] Feast of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
E' Saturday 15 August Mass celebrated by Fr Frank Buhagiar at OLN church 10:00am
O Mondav 17 August Statue of Our Lady moves to the D’Cruz family
(Jn: Y 9 SVDP Essendon Conference meeting in PACE 7:00pm
= St Therese’s church closed
né Tuesday 18 August Morning Mass at OLN church with Fr Frank Buhagiar 10:00am
o St Therese’s church closed
Italian Prayer Group Meet in St Therese’s Annex 9:00am
Wednesday 19 August Morning Mass at OLN church with Fr Frank Buhagiar 10:00am
Men’s Coffee Group at Lincoln Food Store 10:45am

St Therese’s church closed

Thursday 20 August Parish Friendship Group morning tea CANCELLED

Morning Mass at OLN church with Fr Frank Buhagiar 10:00am
Youth Mass music rehearsal at St Therese’s church 7:00pm
St Therese’s church closed
Friday 21 August Morning Mass at OLN church with Fr Frank Buhagiar 10:00am
Tiny Ts Playgroup in PACE function room 10:30am
Weekend 22 & 23 August The Archbishop’s Campaign final weekend
Sunday 23 August Youth Mass at St Therese's 10:30am
Monday 24 August Statue of Our Lady moves to the Neenan family
Morning Mass at St Therese’s with Fr Frank Buhagiar .
Tuesday 25 August Centring Prayer group gathering in PACE function room 7:00pm
ST THERESE'S CHURCH OUR LADY OF THE NATIVITY CHURCH
48a Lincoln Rd, Essendon 31 Fawkner St, Aberfeldie
Weekday Services: Tuesday to Friday 10:00am Weekend Masses: Saturday 5:00pm
Weekend Masses: Saturday 6:00pm Sunday 10:00am
day 9:00am & 10:30am TP PR .
o Sun Reconciliation: Saturday 4:45pm
Reconciliation: Saturday 5:45pm

PARISH PRIEST Fr John Hannon (currently on leave)
Office phone: 9401 6330 Office address: 48a Lincoln Rd, Essendon
Office email: essendon@cam.org.au Website: www.essendoncatholic.org.au
Office hours: 9:00am until 3:00pm Tuesday to Friday

St Vincent de Paul Helpline: 1800 305 330 WEEKDAYS 10:00am-3:00pm

To subscribe to our newsletter go to the link below or use the QR code:
https://www.melbcatholic.org/s/subscription?id=0012w00000LOj4wAAD&req=subscribe

Our Parish is committed to the safety, wellbeing and dignity of all children and vulnerable adults.

PARISH CONTACTS

We acknowledge the traditional custodians of the land of the Kulin Nation who have walked upon and cared
for this country for thousands of years. We pay our respect to them and their cultures and to Elders past,
present and emerging.
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