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1 & 2 August: Eighteenth

Welcome to the Parish of Our Lady and St Therese,
Essendon. The people followed Jesus to a lonely place,
forgetting everything else in order to listen to his words
and to seek healing for their sickness. Just as we have left
everything, if only for a while, and have come here to listen
to the Lord’s words and to be healed by him.

LEO’S LENS: Reflection by Nick Brodie

Jesus did not ask the crowds for identification before he fed
them. He encountered need and responded generously.
Pope Leo comments on how ‘Catholics are called to imbue
every dimension of their existence with the charity of
Christ.” As the Pope noted, ‘living out the Gospel in the
circumstances of daily life ... has given rise to the many
benefits that the Church has provided over the years.’
Advances in education, welfare, healthcare, and so on, all
flow from this straightforward principle.

But none of this is done for Catholics alone. Living out the
Gospel means truly seeing that every person is ‘endowed
with an inherent worth that calls for reverence, protection
and care.’ As the Pope reminds us, we all have a part to play
in ‘building a society in which the vulnerable, the suffering
and the forgotten are always met with compassion,
solidarity and love.’ They do not need to be Christian before
they can be helped.

This, the Pope adds, especially ‘includes welcoming,
protecting and assisting immigrants’ who help build up the
nations in which we live. ‘To receive them with compassion
and generosity is not only an act of charity,” he points out,
‘but also a recognition of the dignity that belongs to every
human person.’

(Quotes from Letter on the 250th Anniversary of the Founding
of the USA: https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-
xiv/en/letters/2026/documents/20260625-lettera-
anniversario-usa.html)

First Reading: Isaiah 55:1-3

Hasten and eat.

Thus says the Lord:

Oh, come to the water all you who are thirsty;
though you have no money, come!

Buy corn without money, and eat,

and, at no cost, wine and milk.

Why spend money on what is not bread,

your wages on what fails to satisfy?

Listen, listen to me and you will have good things to eat
and rich food to enjoy.

Pay attention, come to me;

listen, and your soul will live.

With you I will make an everlasting covenant

out of the favours promised to David.

Responsorial Psalm: Ps 144:8-9. 15-18. R. v.16
(R.) The hand of the Lord feeds us: he answers all our
needs.

Gospel Acclamation: Matthew 4:4

Alleluia, alleluia!

No one lives on bread alone,

but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.
Alleluia!

Gospel: Matthew 14:13-21
They all ate and were satisfied.

When Jesus received the news of John the Baptist’'s
death he withdrew by boat to a lonely place where they
could be by themselves. But the people heard of this
and, leaving the towns, went after him on foot. So as
he stepped ashore he saw a large crowd; and he took
pity on them and healed their sick.

When evening came, the disciples went to him and said,
‘This is a lonely place, and the time has slipped by; so
send the people away, and they can go to the villages
to buy themselves some food.’ Jesus replied, ‘There is
no need for them to go: give them something to eat
yourselves.’ But they answered, ‘All we have with us is
five loaves and two fish.” ‘Bring them here to me,’ he
said. He gave orders that the people were to sit down
on the grass; then he took the five loaves and the two
fish, raised his eyes to heaven and said the blessing.
And breaking the loaves he handed them to his disciples
who gave them to the crowds. They all ate as much as
they wanted, and they collected the scraps remaining,
twelve baskets full. Those who ate numbered about five
thousand men, to say nothing of women and children.

SUNDAY READINGS WITH REFLECTIONS: https://sundayreadingsandreflectionsa.weebly.com/UrtlOm1hb.html
DAILY MASS READINGS: https://melbournecatholic.org/connect/daily-mass-readings

INTERCESSIONS

Dear friends, with faith in the love of Christ, we bring our prayers before the Lord.

That the holy Church will make God'’s love visible to all through the Body and Blood of Christ.

For those who are lonely: That the love of God will be their constant strength and companion.

That bishops and priests who minister the Eucharist will sustain all in their flock.

That organisations and agencies who provide relief will be supported in feeding and clothing the poor.

We pray for those who are ill.

We pray for those who have died recently especially: Elisabetta Marino.

And for those we remember at this time, especially: Len Reddoch, Terence Vaughan, Joanne Brown, Phyllis Whiting, Ena
Farnbach, Antonio & Teresa Barbaro, Leo & Lucia Madaffari, Giovanni Italiano and Edgar Pereira.

God of love, you sustain and nourish all who hunger for your presence. Hear us and help us to reach out to your inviting

hand.
Amen


https://sundayreadingsandreflectionsa.weebly.com/Urtl0m1hb.html
https://melbournecatholic.org/connect/daily-mass-readings

FR JOHN ON LEAVE On Monday 3 August, Fr John will
begin annual leave. Fr Bernie Lane, Fr Tony Feeney, and
Bishop Terry Curtain will preside at weekend Masses
during his absence. Fr Frank Buhagiar will say weekday
Masses at the parish, as well as Mass for the Feast of
the Assumption on Saturday 15 August at 10:00am, at
OLN church.

STRATEGIC PLAN UPDATE This weekend, members
of our Parish Leadership Team are speaking at all
Masses to give an update on our Strategic Plan — how
implementation is going, and what we hope to achieve
in the months ahead.

KIDS AT MASS THIS WEEKEND Kids at Mass is
scheduled for 6:00pm Mass at St Therese’s. The session
will go ahead if a parent can assist our leader.

ST THERESE'S CHURCH CLOSED For painting works
from Monday 10 August until Friday 21 August.

10 to 14 August: St Therese’s church closed. No
morning Masses. (No priest available this week due to
CAM Annual Priest’s Conference)

Weekend 15 & 16 August: St Therese’s church open
for weekend Masses with limited seating and protective
floor coverings surrounding the sanctuary. Some pews
will be removed, with seating available only in the Nave
(centre aisle). This will impede access for mobility
impaired parishioners. Consider attending OLN.

17 to 21 August: St Therese’s church closed. Morning
Mass at OLN at 10:00am

WATER MAINS UPGRADE PROJECT A 12-week water
mains upgrade along Washington St and Florence St will
begin on Monday 3 August, with occasional weekday
road closures near St Therese's church.

CALLING ALL YOUNG MUSICIANS AND SINGERS
The Liturgy team is organising a Youth Mass on Sunday
August 23 at 10:30am at St Therese's. Two rehearsals
will be held, on Thursday 13 and Thursday 20 August,
both from 7:00pm to 8:30pm in St Therese's Church.
All musicians and singers are welcome. For more
information, contact Mark Hyland via email at
mark.hyland31@gmail.com

MUSIC & LITURGY PLANNING You are welcome to
join the Liturgy & Music planning meeting on Saturday
8th August, 9:30am in PACE. We'll be planning how to
celebrate the Season of Creation (1st September - 4th
October 2026), with this year's theme: Water.

If you decide to join the Music/Liturgy team — or any
team at Essendon Parish — please make sure you
complete all Safeguarding requirements. Scan the QR
code on the next page for details and contact the parish
office if you need assistance.

MELBOURNE SYNOD 2026 Synodality is a conversion.
True synodality requires conversion of hearts, attitudes,
and sometimes structures. It asks us to let go of habits
that no longer serve the mission.

Last weekend, parishioner Dolores Carroll represented
our parish at the Regional Synod Consultation session
hosted by Archbishop Peter Comensoli. Dolores has
written a report on the session, available on our
website: https://www.essendoncatholic.org.au/wp-
content/uploads/2026/07/Melb-Synod-Form-Part.pdf
You can learn more and read the Synod theme papers
here: https://melbournecatholic.org/synod2026

LOW GLUTEN HOSTS Are made from wheat starch and
water with a gluten content of 6.2 parts per million.

PRIESTS’ MASS SCHEDULE

MASS THIS WEEKEND NEXT WEEKEND FOLLOWING WEEKEND
OLN 5:00pm Fr John Hannon Fr Bernie Lane Fr Tony Feeney
OLN 10:00am Fr Tony Feeney Fr Bernie Lane Fr Tony Feeney
St T's 6.00pm Fr John Hannon Fr Tony Feeney Fr Bernie Lane
St T's 9.00am Fr John Hannon Fr Tony Feeney Fr Bernie Lane

St T's 10.30am

Fr John Hannon

Fr Tony Feeney

Fr Bernie Lane

LECTORS/READERS MASS SCHEDULE

MASS THIS WEEKEND NEXT WEEKEND
OLN 5:00pm Jon Fleming Georgina Kucera & John Harris
OLN 10:00am Paula O'Byrne Natale Cutri
St T's 6.00pm Eve Korytkowski John O’Connor
St T's 9.00am Mary Dowling & Margaret Kerr Lynette Russo

St T's 10.30am

Silvia Campo & George Jungwirt

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS MASS SCHEDULE

Lucy Angelico

MASS THIS WEEKEND NEXT WEEKEND
OLN 5:00pm Tatiana Polizzi Kathy Ferguson
OLN 10:00am Andrew Scaramozzino Douglas D'Cruz
St T's 6.00pm Gina Bell & Maggie Catterall Tony Proctor & Trish Giacomin
St T's 9.00am Carmen Merrigan & Rosina Tempini Tony Belcastro & David Gloury

St T's 10.30am

Miriam Gandolfo & Maria Giampiccolo

Rosa Pierorazio & Marg Moore



https://www.essendoncatholic.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/Melb-Synod-Form-Part.pdf
https://www.essendoncatholic.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/Melb-Synod-Form-Part.pdf
https://melbournecatholic.org/synod2026

WE'RE
LOOKING FOR

CULTURAL

AMBASSADORS

Help us deliver the
Parish Strategic Plan by
joining our Multicultural Team

We need volunteers who:

» Represent the diversity of
cultures in our parish

» Have an interest in building and
sharing cultural awareness and
traditions

» Enjoy engaging others in planning
and organising events

Help identify, design, plan and delive
events which celebrate our
community’s diverse cultures

7 7iS) REGISTER YOUR INTEREST NOW
% /’ e ESSENDON@CAM.ORG.AU

Share Your
ﬂ;ﬁ’ OR SCAN THE OR CODE

Time & Talents

ESSENDON PARISH

SAFEGUARDING

ALL VOLUNTEERS MUST:

Hold a current Working With Children
Check and must list the parish as a
place you volunteer

Complete the CAM Safeguarding
Essentials Training Certification every
three years

Acknowledge The Safeguarding

Children and Young People Code of
Conduct every three years

DOES THIS APPLY TO YOU?

1 DETAILS

ALL volunteers must be registered as parishioners

If you are a volunteer but not a registered parishioner
please fill in a Parishioner Registration Form (available
from church entry tables) and return it to the parish office

WE'RE
LOOKING FOR

COMMUNICATIONS

WIZARDS

Help us deliver the
Parish Strategic Plan by joining our
Communications Team

We need volunteers who:

« Can create engaging and
shareable content

» Can develop and manage parish
communications and social media
strategies

« Are excited by the possibility of
engaging a broad community
using a variety of platforms

Design and build new ways of
engaging with our Parish community

; ’"@ REGISTER YOUR INTEREST NOW

b ;;z © ESSENDON@CAM.0RGA Share Your

OR SCAN THE QR CODE Time & Talents

,--

WERE
LOOKING FOR

Help us deliver the
Parish Strategic Plan by
joining our Social Activities Team

We need volunteers who:

* Have an interest in building happy
communities

» Enjoy planning and organising
events

« Can work in a team to create fun
for others

» Enjoy a challenge!

Identify, design, plan and deliver a
range of social activities to engage
and involve parishioners of all ages

’@ REGISTER YOUR INTEREST NOW
g /’ e ESSENDON@CAM.0RG.AU

Share Your
?;f OR SCAN THE QR CODE

Time & Talents
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PARISH CONTACTS

Saturday 1 August Kids at Mass at St Therese’s (parent volunteer needed) 6:00pm

Fr John begins annual leave

Monday 3 August Statue of Our Lady moves to the Christie family

Tuesday Gardening Group at St Therese’s 9:00am
Tuesday 4 August Morning Mass at St Therese’s with Fr Frank Buhagiar 10:00am
Sharing Memories Group morning tea in the Annex 10:30am
Italian Prayer Group Meet in St Therese’s Annex 9:00am
Wednesday 5 August Morning Mass at St Therese’s with Fr Frank Buhagiar 10:00am
Men'’s Coffee Group at Lincoln Food Store 10:45am
The Transfiguration of the Lord
Thursday 6 August Morning Mass at St Therese’s with Fr Frank Buhagiar 10:00am
Gospel Reflections in PACE Meeting Room 10:30am
Morning Mass at St Therese’s with Fr Frank Buhagiar 10:00am
Friday 7 August Tiny Ts Playgroup in PACE function room 10:30am

Rosary & Requiem Mass for Elisabetta Marino at St Therese’s 11:00am

Weekend 8 & 9 August The Archbishop’s Campaign Commences

Feast of St Mary of the Cross (Mary MacKillop)

Saturday 8 August Music and Liturgy Team Meeting in PACE 9:30am

Statue of Our Lady moves to the Whiting family

Monday 10 August Alpha Connect evening in PACE function room 7:00pm

St Therese’s church closed — no morning Mass

Tuesday 11 August Centring Prayer group gathering in PACE function room 7:00pm

St Therese’s church closed - no morning Mass

Wednesday 12 August Italian Prayer Group Meet in St Therese’s Annex 9:00am

St Therese’s church closed - no morning Mass

Thursday 13 August Gospel Reflections cancelled

SVDP Regional Council meeting in PACE 7:00pm
Youth Mass music rehearsal at St Therese’s church 7:00pm
Friday 14 August St Therese’s church closed - no morning Mass
y 9 Tiny Ts Playgroup in PACE function room 10:30am

Weekend 15 & 16 August The Archbishop’s Campaign

Saturday 15 August Feast of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary

Mass celebrated by Fr Frank Buhagiar at OLN church 10:00am
Statue of Our Lady moves to the D’Cruz family
Monday 17 August SVDP Essendon Conference meeting in PACE 7:00pm
St Therese’s church closed
Tuesday 18 August Morning Mass at OLN church with Fr Frank Buhagiar 10:00am
St Therese’s church closed
Wednesday 19 August Italian Prayer Group Meet in St Therese’s Annex 9:00am
Y 9 Morning Mass at OLN church with Fr Frank Buhagiar 10:00am
Men’s Coffee Group at Lincoln Food Store 10:45am
ST THERESE’'S CHURCH OUR LADY OF THE NATIVITY CHURCH
48a Lincoln Rd, Essendon 31 Fawkner St, Aberfeldie
Weekday Services: Tuesday to Friday 10:00am Weekend Masses: Saturday 5:00pm
Weekend Masses: Saturday 6:00pm Sunday 10:00am
day 9:00am & 10:30am TP PR .
o Sun Reconciliation: Saturday 4:45pm
Reconciliation: Saturday 5:45pm

PARISH PRIEST Fr John Hannon
Office phone: 9401 6330 Office address: 48a Lincoln Rd, Essendon
Office email: essendon@cam.org.au Website: www.essendoncatholic.org.au
Office hours: 9:00am until 3:00pm Tuesday to Friday
After-Hours phone: 0490 956 610 (answering service)

St Vincent de Paul Helpline: 1800 305 330 WEEKDAYS 10:00am-3:00pm

To subscribe to our newsletter go to the link below or use the QR code:
https://www.melbcatholic.org/s/subscription?id=0012w00000LOj4wAAD&req=subscribe

Our Parish is committed to the safety, wellbeing and dignity of all children and vulnerable adults.

We acknowledge the traditional custodians of the land of the Kulin Nation who have walked upon and cared for this
country for thousands of years. We pay our respect to them and their cultures and to Elders past, present and emerging.



mailto:essendon@cam.org.auW
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