
First Reading: Numbers 21:4-9 A reading from the book of Numbers 

When those that were afflicted looked upon it, they were healed. 

On the way through the wilderness, the Israelites lost patience. They spoke against God and against Moses, ‘Why did 
you bring us out of Egypt to die in this wilderness? For there is neither bread nor water here; we are sick of this 
unsatisfying food.’ 

At this God sent fiery serpents among the people; their bite brought death to many in Israel. The people came and said 
to Moses, ‘We have sinned by speaking against the Lord and against you. Intercede for us with the Lord to save us from 
these serpents.’ Moses interceded for the people, and the Lord answered him, ‘Make a fiery serpent and put it on a 
standard. If anyone is bitten and looks at it, he shall live.’ So Moses fashioned a bronze serpent which he put on a 
standard, and if anyone was bitten by a serpent, he looked at the bronze serpent and lived. 

Responsorial Psalm: Do not forget the works of the Lord! 

Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia! We adore you, O Christ, and we praise you, because by your cross you have 

redeemed the world. Alleluia! 

Gospel: John 3:13-17 A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 

The Son of Man must be lifted up. 

Jesus said to Nicodemus: ‘No one has gone up to heaven except the one who came down from heaven, the Son of Man 
who is in heaven; and the Son of Man must be lifted up as Moses lifted up the serpent in the desert, so that everyone 
who believes may have eternal life in him. Yes, God loved the world so much that he gave his only Son, so that everyone 
who believes in him may not be lost but may have eternal life. For God sent his Son into the world not to condemn the 

world, but so that through him the world might be saved.’

 

INTERCESSIONS  

Sisters and brothers, with hope in the Cross, let us bring our prayers before God. 

May our Church leaders and all those entrusted with ministry and pastoral care in the Church continue to help build 
stronger, welcoming and safe faith communities.  

We pray for our St Therese’s and RE programme students who receive the Sacrament of First Eucharist this weekend. 
May they find support within their families and our parish community along their faith journey.  

That we may be open to God’s mercy and forgiveness and embrace Christ’s challenging mission for us to bring healing 
care to Creation, our common home. 

For those who bear the cross of poverty and suffering: That they will be lifted up and restored by the cross of Christ. 

We pray for those who are ill especially Pat O’Dwyer.  

We pray for those who have died recently especially: John Curtin, Giovanni Ansaldo, Carmel Heenan, Maria Luisa 
Bottecchia and Neil Brown.  

And we pray all who are remembered at this time, especially: Hughie Coghlan, Con Flaim, Tony O’Brien and Giuseppina 
Nesci. 

Gracious and loving God, source of all truth, hope and love, hear the prayers we offer today and look favourably on the 
pleas of your people. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

WHICH PRIEST WHERE This weekend Fr John is back from leave and will preside at all St Therese’s Masses as well 
as the Saturday 5:00pm Vigil Mass at OLN. Fr Colin will preside at Sunday 10:00am Mass at OLN.  

  

The Parish of 
Our Lady and St Therese, Essendon 

14 September 2025: Exaltation of the Holy Cross Year C 

Season of Creation  ~ Safeguarding Sunday 



SAFEGUARDING SUNDAY This weekend we gather on Safeguarding Sunday, a day when we pause to focus on our 
responsibility to protect and care for those who are vulnerable. In the Bible, we find a clear and strong message about 
justice, compassion, and speaking up for those who cannot speak for themselves. We are called to be a safe, welcoming 
and hope-filled church. In our everyday lives, let’s be mindful of those around us who are vulnerable or marginalised. 
Who are the “silent” ones in our society, the ones without a voice? Today, God may be calling you to stand up for them. 
Whether it’s through prayer, support, or direct action, we are invited to participate in God’s work of justice.    

SACRAMENT MASSES THIS WEEKEND This weekend will be busy between our two churches with the Sacrament of 
Confirmation at OLN happening on Friday afternoon and evening and Sacrament of First Eucharist at St Therese’s at all 

weekend Masses. 

SACRAMENT OF FIRST EUCHARIST AT ST THERESE’S We celebrate First Eucharist as a faith community and 
parishioners are welcome as usual at all the Masses. Readers will be from our St Therese’s school community and Fr 
John will preside at the First Eucharist Masses. Many church pews will be reserved for First Eucharist families. 

WELCOME TO SCHOOL FAMILIES AND VISITORS We welcome visitors and ask that you please be respectful of the 
solemnity of all Masses. Please remain in your seats and only take photographs before and after the Mass.  

 
MEN’S CHOIR THIS SATURDAY We welcome our Men’s Choir to 5:00pm Saturday Mass at OLN this weekend. 

MEN’S COFFEE GROUP Our Men’s Coffee Group meet on the first and third Wednesday of each month at 10:45am at 
Lincoln Food Store, and will meet this Wednesday 17 September. Come along! 

PARISH FRIENDSHIP GROUP MORNING TEA Our PFG monthly morning tea will be held this Thursday 18 September 

in PACE after 10:00am Mass. All welcome.  

PARISH SUNDAY MORNING TEAS NEXT WEEKEND Next weekend we’ll hold our monthly Sunday morning 
gatherings at both Mass centres.  

SEPTEMBER PARISH OFFICE CLOSURES The parish office will be closed on Mondays until further notice to 
accommodate staff leave. The office will also be closed this Wednesday 17 September while our staff attend the quarterly 
Parish Administration Forum and on Friday 29 September for the Grand Final public holiday. 

 

PARISH SUPPORT: DIRECT DEBIT AND CREDIT CARD CONTRIBUTORS The parish team are aware that some 
parishioners have recently seen misleading descriptions for parish/clergy giving transactions on their bank statements. 
If you notice anything unusual on your bank statement related to your pledge to our parish, please contact the parish 
office promptly. We'll investigate the matter the matter for you. 

 

LOW GLUTEN HOSTS Are made from wheat starch and water with a gluten content of 6.2 parts per million. 
  

MINISTRY ROSTER FOR WEEKEND 20 & 21 SEPTEMBER (WEEK 3) 

MASS READERS EUCHARIST 

OLN 5:00pm Michael Portelli Fred Grima 

OLN 10:00am Mark Donahoo Adrian Commadeur 

St T’s 6.00pm Murray Sykes Tric Joseph & Trish Giacomin 

St T’s 9.00am John Harvey Maria Cricri 

St T’s 10.30am Rosemary Patterson & Mary O’Brien Cherrie Arnold & Therese Hanna 

Adults: https://sundayreadingsathomeyearc.weebly.com/h1sks0t1.html 

Children: https://www.childrensliturgyofthewordc.com/ych3rwjcm2.html 

https://sundayreadingsathomeyearc.weebly.com/h1sks0t1.html
https://www.childrensliturgyofthewordc.com/ych3rwjcm2.html
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Saturday 13 September 

Men’s Choir singing at OLN church 
Sacrament of First Eucharist at St Therese’s (4LT) 

5:00pm 
6:00pm 

Sunday 14 September 

Exaltation of the Holy Cross  
Safeguarding Sunday 
Sacrament of First Eucharist at St Therese’s (4C) 

Sacrament of First Eucharist at St Therese’s (4P & RE) 

 
 
9:00am 

10:30am 

Monday 15 September 

Parish office closed 
Statue of Our Lady moves to the Rodriguez family 
Rosary and Requiem Mass for Giovanni Ansaldo at St Therese’s 
SVDP Essendon Conference meeting in PACE 

 
 
10:00am 
7:00pm 

Tuesday 16 September 
Mass at Ryman Raelene Boyle Village 
One month Mass for Giuseppina Nesci at St Therese’s 

11:00am 
7:00pm 

Wednesday 17 September 

Parish office closed for staff training 
Italian Prayer Group Meet in St Therese’s Annex 
Men’s Coffee Group at Lincoln Food Store 
Requiem Mass for Carmel Heenan at St Therese’s 

 
9:00am 
10:45am 
11:00am 

Thursday 18 September 

Tiny Ts Playgroup in St Therese’s Annex 
Parish Friendship Group morning tea in PACE 
Requiem Mass for Maria Bottecchia at St Therese’s 
Mass at Arcadia Aged Care 

9:30am 
10:30am 
11:00am 
11:00am 

Friday 19 September Last day of school term 3  

Sunday 21 September 

CSSV – Social Services Sunday 
Parish Morning Tea after morning Masses at St Therese’s 

Parish Morning Tea after 10:00am Mass at OLN 
Parish Baptism Welcoming Mass at St Therese’s 

 
 

 
10:30am 

Monday 22 Septembers 
Parish office closed 
Statue of Our Lady moves to the Asher family 

 

Wednesday 24 September Italian Prayer Group Meet in St Therese’s Annex 9:00am 

Thursday 25 September Gospel Reflections in PACE Meeting Room 10:30am 

Friday 26 September AFL Grand Final Public Holiday: parish office closed  

Sunday 28 September Parish Baptisms at St Therese’s 12:00pm 

Monday 29 September 
Parish office closed 
Statue of Our Lady moves to the Sequeira family 

 

Wednesday 1 October 
Feast of Saint Thérèse of Lisieux 
Italian Prayer Group Meet in St Therese’s Annex 

Men’s Coffee Group at Lincoln Food Store 

 
9:00am 

10:45am 

Thursday 2 October Gospel Reflections in PACE Meeting Room 10:30am 

Saturday 4 October Feast of St Francis of Assisi  

Sunday 5 October 
Jubilee of Migrants 
Men’s Choir Singing at St Therese’s 

 
9:00am 

ST THERESE’S CHURCH 
48a Lincoln Rd, Essendon 

Weekday Services:  Tuesday to Friday 10:00am 

Weekend Masses:  Saturday 6:00pm 

 Sunday 9:00am & 10:30am 

Reconciliation:  Saturday 5:45pm 

OUR LADY OF THE NATIVITY CHURCH 
31 Fawkner St, Aberfeldie 

Weekend Masses:  Saturday 5:00pm  

 Sunday 10:00am  

Reconciliation:  Saturday 4:45pm M
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PARISH PRIEST Fr John Hannon  

Office phone: 9401 6330 Office address: 48a Lincoln Rd, Essendon 

Office email: essendon@cam.org.au Website: www.essendoncatholic.org.au 

Office hours : Tuesday to Friday 9:00am to 3:00pm 

After-Hours phone: 0490 956 610 (answering service) 

St Vincent de Paul Helpline: 1800 305 330 WEEKDAYS 10:00am–3:00pm 

To subscribe to our newsletter go to the link below or use the QR code: 
https://www.melbcatholic.org/s/subscription?id=0012w00000LOj4wAAD&req=subscribe 

Our Parish is committed to the safety, wellbeing and dignity of all children and vulnerable adults.  

We acknowledge the traditional custodians of the land of the Kulin Nation who have walked upon and cared for this 
country for thousands of years. We pay our respect to them and their cultures and to Elders past, present and emerging. 
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